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GREEK  TOBACCO  GROWERS 
ASK  GOVERNMENT  AID 

Greek  farmers  of  the  Salonika  area  have  requested  government  aid  to 
stabilize  and  regulate  tobacco  sales.    They  want  the  government  to: 
(l)  intervene  in  the  market  and  buy  tobacco  to  support  prices;  (2)  grade 
tobacco  held  by  farmers  to  aid  the  uniformity  of  sales  prices;  and  (3) 
increase  cultivation  loans  of  the  Agrarian  Bank  by  50  percent. 

The  request  is  strongly  supported  by  the  tobacco  growers  of  Northern 
Greece,  who  believe  that  marketing  and  financing  of  their  product  must  be 
regulated.    The  problem  has  become  acute  due  to  the  large  1957  tobacco 
crop  and  its  high  percentage  of  low-quality  leaf.    In  the  view  of  observers, 
farm  opinion  has  rarely  been  so  well  mobilized  to  support  requests  for 
government  aid. 


JAPAN'S  TOBACCO  IMPORTS 
DROP  IN  1957 

Imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  1957  by  the  Japan  Monopoly 
Corporation  totaled  ^.8  million  pounds,  down  about    60  percent  from  1956. 

Use  of  imported  leaf,  mainly  of  U.  S.  origin,  increased  during  the 
year.    This  increase  drew  down  stocks,  and  points  to  considerably  larger 
imports  of  U.  S.  tobacco  in  the  Japanese  fiscal  year  1958  (April  1958- 
March  1959).    Imports  of  U.  S.  tobacco  are  expected  to  total  about  7.3 
million  pounds  during  Japanese  fiscal  year  1958,  compared  with  only  3*9 
million  during  calendar  1957. 


TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:     Japan,  imports  by  country 
of  origin,  1955-57 


Country  [         1955         ',         1956  1957 


:  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000 

:  pounds  :  pounds  :  pounds 

•  •  • 

United  States  :  13,052  :  9,199  :  3,878 

India  :  5,821  :  2,978  : 

Indonesia  :  3,338  :  —  :  — 

Turkey  :  kGj,  :  187  :  739 

Greece  :  220  :  158  :  l5-5 

Others  :  19^   52  :   7 


Total  :       23,088       :       12,57^       :  ^,769 


Source:     1955-56  —  Annual  Return  of  the  Foreign  Trade  of  Japan.  1957-- 
Japan  Monopoly  Corporation. 
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CIGARETTE  CONSUMPTION 
DECLINES  IN  CHILE 

Consumption  of  cigarettes  in  Chile  declined  from  5.6  "billion  pieces 
in  1956  to  k.5  "billion  in  1957.    The  decline  is  attributed  to  the  sharp 
increase  in  cigarette  excise  taxes  in  February  1957  which  forced  the  dis- 
continuation of  one  lower-priced  brand. 

Consumption  is  expected  to  rise  again  in  1958  due  to  a  partial 
reduction  in  excises  and  will  also  be  stimulated  by  the     recent  intro- 
duction of  an  American-blended  cigarette  and  the  planned  introduction  of 
filter-tip  cigarettes.    The  United  States  exported  .3  million  pounds  of 
unmanufactured  tobacco  to  Chile  in  1956  and  .1  million  in  1957;  primarily 
flue -cured  and  Burley. 

BELGIAN  CONGO  IMPORTS 
LESS  U.  S.  TOBACCO 

Although  the  Belgian  Congo's  tobacco  imports  were  at  an  alltime  high 
in  1957,  purchases  of  U.  S.  leaf  were  below  those  in  both  1955  and  1956. 

Total  imports  from  all  countries  in  1957,  at  12.2  million  pounds, 
were  38  percent  above  those  for  1956.    Imports  from  the  United  States, 
however,  declined  from  1.6  million  pounds  in  1956  to  1.1  million  in  1957, 
and  represented  only  9  percent  of  the  total  in  1957;  compared  with  18 
percent  in  1956.    The  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  is  easily  the 
most  important  supplier  of  leaf  tobacco  to  the  Congo,  accounting  for  more 
than  50  percent  of  its  purchases  last  year. 


TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:    Belgian  Congo  l/,  imports  of 
leaf  tobacco,  by  country  of  origin,  1955-57 


Country  of  origin 

:  1955 

1956 

1957 

:       1,000  : 

1,000 

:  1,000 

:       pounds  : 

pounds 

pounds 

M53  : 

6,653 

..:  1,922 

:  1,587 

:  1,098 

kS9 

:           893  : 

1,005 

kk$  : 

:  915 

:  1,25^ 

:            86  : 

:  231 

2U3  ; 

77  : 

86 

1,257 

:  1,005 

:  1,875 

..:  7,800 

:  8,8.16 

12,202 

l/  Including  Ruanda -Urundi . 

Source:     Bulletin  Mensuel  du  Commerce  Exterieur  du  Congo  Beige  et  du 
Ruanda -Urundi . 
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HONG  KONG  IMPORTS  MORE 
UNMANUFACTURED  TOBACCO  IN  1957 

Hong  Kong's  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  were  10.2  million  pounds 
in  1957 — up  27.5  percent  from  the  8.0  million  taken  in  1956  and  the  largest 
since  1951* 

Imports  from  the  United  States,  at  h.2  million  pounds,  were  only  slightl 
larger  than  in  195&.    Most  of  the  increase  was  in  larger  takings  from  the 
Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  and  from  India,  which  rose  from  1.1  and 
.8  million  pounds,  respectively,  in  195&  to  1.7  and  2.2  million  pounds  in 
1957*    Imports  from  Communist  China  and  Japan  also  rose  sharply  in  1957^ 
while  imports  from  Thailand,  at  0.^  million  pounds,  were  less  than  one-half 
as  large  as  in  19 5&. 

Average  prices  paid  for  leaf  imports  in  1957  from  various  sources  were 
(in  terms  of  U.S.  cents):    United  States--7^,  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and 
Nyasaland — 32,  India — 13,  Communist  China — 20,  and  Jap  an --1+0. 

ARGENTINA  RESTRICTS 
COW  SLAUGHTER 

Alarmed  by  the  large  number  of  heifers  and  cows  being  slaughtered,  the 

Province  of  Buenos  Aires  has  prohibited  the  slaughter  of  cows  obviously  in 

calf  after  June  12,  1958 •    The  heavy  cattle  slaughter  during  1957  and  early 

1953  included  a  high  proportion  of  breeding  animals. 

YUGOSLAVIA  TO 
IMPORT  LIVESTOCK 

Yugoslavia  has  approved  the  importation  of  2  billion  dinars  ($6,666,667) 
worth  of  breeding  stock  for  herd  improvement.    About  13,000  head  of  cattle, 
8,000  hogs,  and  k,100  sheep  are  to  be  imported  during  1958.    The  cattle  and 
hogs  will  be  put  on  government  farms  in  the  Vojvodina,  and  the  sheep  will 
be  sent  to  cooperative  farms  in  Serbia,  Macedonia,  and  Bosnia. 

AUSTRALIAN  WOOL  SALES 
DECLINE  SLIGHTLY 

Auction  sales  of  greasy  wool  during  the  first  9  months  (July-March)  of 
the  1957-58  season  totaled  1,013  million  pounds,  compared  with  1,0^9  million 
pounds  a  year  earlier.    The  average  price  was  62  cents  per  pound,  compared 
with  75  cents  in  the  same  period  of  the  previous  season. 

There  was  little  change  in  wool  prices  during  the  week  ending  April  18 
from  prices  prior  to  the  Easter  recess.    Fine  wools  were  a  little  firmer  but 
lower  types  continued  to  decline. 
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AUSTRIA  EXPORTS  HOGS 

Austria  exported  about  10,000  hogs  to  Italy  during  January  and  February 
of  1958.    The  exports  were  authorized  to  relieve  an  overabundance  of  hogs  on 
the  domestic  market.    Another  10,000  head  were  to  be  exported  during  March 
and  April,  mainly  to  Italy. 

JAPAN  ANNOUNCES  NEW  IMPORT  LISTS  FOR  MOHAIR, 
ALPACA,  BEEF,  PORK,  AND  CASINGS 

Japan's  Ministry  of  International  Trade  and  Industry  recently  announced 
the  list  of  commodities  to  be  imported  under  the  automatic  approval  system 
during  the  first  half  of  the  1958  fiscal  year  (April-September) . 

Mohair  is  included  in  the  list  as  before;  new  additions  include  beef 
casings  and  hog  casings.    Import  licenses  for  these  commodities  will  be 
accepted  by  authorized  Japanese  banks  during  this  period.  Commodities 
changed  over  to  the  foreign  exchange  allocation  list  include  alpaca,  frozen 
beef,  and  frozen  pork.    These  3  items  formerly  were  imported  under  the  auto- 
matic approval  system. 

Under  the  automatic  approval  system  import  licenses  for  certain  commodi- 
ties are  issued  by  the  Japanese  Government  without  foreign  exchange  allocation 
restrictions  until  the  exchange  budget  for  the  commodity  group  is  expended. 
The  foreign  exchange  budget  for  this  group  has  been  set  at  $330  million  for 
the  first  half  of  the  1958  fiscal  year--the  same  as  in  the  second  half  of 
the  1957  fiscal  year. 

RECOMMENDATIONS  OFFERED  TO  REDUCE 
SWEDEN'S  BUTTER  SURPLUS 

The  Swedish  Agricultural  Marketing  Board  has  suggested  to  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  the  following  remedies  for  Sweden's  butter  surplus: 

1.  Decrease  butter  prices  by  13.1  cents  per  pound  and  increase  the 
margarine  price  by  k.k  cents  per  pound.    The  current  wholesale  price  of 
butter  in  Sweden  is  60.1  cents  per  pound. 

2.  Promote  the  slaughter  of  dairy  cattle  through  a  $38.60  subsidy  for 
each  cow  slaughtered.    According  to  the  Marketing  Board,  this  would  reduce 
Swedish  dairy  cattle  numbers  by  200,000  over  a  3-year  period  at  an  annual 
subsidy  cost  of  $2.6  million. 

3.  Allocate  $579,000  annually  to  subsidize  butter  in  public  institu- 
tions. 

The  Government  has  not  indicated  whether  it  will  accept  these  proposals, 
and  no  bill  can  be  introduced  until  the  new  Riksdag  (parliament)  is  elected 
June  1. 
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NETHERLANDS  ANNOUNCES  SUBSIDY 
ON  CHEESE  EXPORTS 

The  Netherlands  Government  announced  on  April  22  a  subsidy  on  cheese 
exports  to  help  ease  the  surplus  of  dairy  products.    The  dairy  industry 
expects  that  similar  subsidy  arrangements  will  be  introduced  soon  for 
whole  condensed  milk  and  for  dry  whole  milk. 

The  cheese  subsidy  will  have  limited  application,  and  probably  will 
be  in  effect  only  a  short  time.    Subsidy  rates  will  not  apply  to  cheese 
exports  to  Belgium,  France,  Britain,  Canada,  Venezuela,  Puerto  Rico,  and 
the  United  States.    Subsidy  rates  (U.  S.  currency  equivalent)  are:  for 
full-cream  farm-made  cheese,  ^.7  cents  per  pound;  full-cream  factory 
cheese  h.k  cents;  ^0-percent  factory  Edam  cheese,  3»6  cents;  and  20- 
percent  clove  cheese,  3  cents  per  pound. 

Dutch  milk  production  was  up  15  percent  in  the  first  3  months  of 
1958  compared  to  the  same  period  in  1957* 

AUSTRALIA'S  SHIPMENTS  OF  BUTTER  AND 
CHEESE  TO  U.  K.  DECLINE 

Arrivals  of  Australian  butter  in  British  ports  in  March  1958  dropped 
to  9«6  million  pounds  from  28.1  million  pounds  in  March  1957*  Arrivals 
of  cheese  were  down  to  2.0  million  pounds  from  6.8  million  pounds  in 
March  1957- 

The  quantity  of  Australian  butter  arriving  in  U.  K.  ports  in  the  7 
months  ending  March  31*  1958,  was  73 »1  million  pounds,  compared  with 
113.5  million  pounds  last  year.     Cheese  arrivals  in  the  same  period  were 
11.0  million  pounds,  down  more  than  12.0  million  pounds  from  a  year 
earlier.    Arrivals  of  both  butter  and  cheese  in  April  also  were  expected 
to  be  appreciably  lower  than  last  year. 

SOUTH  AFRICA'S  FRUIT  POTENTIAL  INCREASING 

South  Africa  exported  an  estimated  2,000,000  boxes  of  apples  and 
350,000  crates  of  peaches  in  the  1957-58  marketing  year — 17  percent  and 
ik  percent,  respectively,  above  1956-57  exports.    Grape  shipments  were 
not  as  large  as  expected  because  of  the  fire  at  Cape  Town  which  destroyed 
precooling  facilities. 

The  good  prices  which  South  African  fruit  brought  in  Europe  this 
year  have  encouraged  the  industry.    The  Deciduous  Fruit  Board  expects 
that  shipments  to  Europe  will  continue  to  increase  and  by  1967  may 
be  double  the  present  volume. 
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JAPAN  TAKES  LEMONS  OFF 
AUTOMATIC  APPROVAL  LIST 

Lemon  imports  were  removed  from  Japan's  list  of  automatic  approval 
commodities  on  April  1,  1958 •    They  are  now  on  the  list  of  foreign  exchange 
allocation  commodities.    This  action  was  taken  by  the  Japanese  Ministry  of 
International  Trade  and  Industry  to  protect  Japanese  lemon  growers ,  who 
produce  about  20,000  boxes  of  fruit  per  year.    The  embargo  on  imported 
lemons  from  April  through  June  is  in  effect  this  year. 

Japanese  importers  believe  that  importation  of  U.  S.  lemons  will  be 
resumed  after  June  in  about  the  same  volune  as  in  1957 •    From  November  1, 
1956,  to  October  30,  1957,  the  United  States  exported  85,000  boxes  of 
lemons  to  Japan. 

GUATEMALA  FIXES  MAY -JULY 
FLOUR  IMPORT  QUOTA 

Guatemala's  Minister  of  Economy  has  authorized  imports  during  May- 
July    1958  of  90,003  quintals  (l  quintal  =  101.^3  pounds)  of  hard  spring 
wheat  flour,  first  patent,  conforming  to  the  following  specifications: 
moisture  content,  1^  percent  maximum;  protein  content,  13.6  percent  mini- 
mum; and  ash  content,  O.U7  percent  maximum. 

The  flour  must  be  imported  outside  of  IWA  (international  Wheat  Agree- 
ment), as  Guatemala  has  already  imported  its  1957-58  (August  1957 -July 
1958)  IWA  quota  of  ^0,000  metric  tons  of  wheat  and/or  flour.     Imports  under 
this  authorization  are  allocated  as  follows;    commercial  bakeries,  J+7,103 
quintals;  commercial  importers,  32,898  quintals;  and  INF0P  (institute  for 
Promotion  of  Production),  10,002  quintals. 

In  addition  to  the  10,002  quintals  allocated  to  INF OP,  as  much  as 
5,001  additional  quintals  may  be  imported  if  it  proves  to  be  needed  for 
domestic  requirements  during  the  period  and  is  recommended  by  the  Comite 
de  Fomento  de  Harina  Nacional  (institute  for  Promotion  of  the  National 
Flour  Milling  Industry). 

The  recently-announced  quota  makes  a  total  of  326,0*4-9  quintals  for 
1957-58.    This  is  somewhat  less  than  originally  estimated  and  50,000 
quintals  below  flour  imports  during  the  1956-57  IWA  season  (August-July). 

The  policy  of  the  Guatemala  Government  is  to  mill  more  and  more  of 
its  flour  domestically.    Since  wheat  production  is  fairly  steady  and  con- 
sumption increasing,  this  means  smaller  flour  imports  with  more-than-of f- 
setting  increases  in  wheat  imports.    Combined  wheat  and  flour  imports  this 
season  will  approximate  50,000  metric  tons  (1,837,000  bushels),  some  5,000 
tons  above  1956-57  imports.    The  United  States  has  virtually  all  of  the  wheat 
market  and  three-fourths  of  the  flour  market. 
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Guatemala  provides  a  guaranteed  price  of  $6.00  per  Spanish  quintal 
($3»55  per  bushel)  for  domestic  wheat  and  otherwise  encourages  production. 
However,  domestic  production  is  less  than  a  third  of  consumption  and  is  not 
expected  to  increase  significantly,  since  little  land  is  suitable  for  wheat. 

CUBA  WILL  IMPORT  MORE 
U.S.  CORN  DUTY-FREE 

The  Cuban  Government  has  authorized  tax-free  importation  of  another 
200,000  Spanish  quintals  (362,186  bushels)  of  shelled  corn  from  the  United 
States  to  ease  an  acute  supply  situation  until  the  next  corn  harvest,  which 
begins  in  August. 

Under  this  new  authorization,  the  National  Poultry  Development  Corpo- 
ration and  the  National  Association  of  Hatcheries  and  Feed  Mills  can  each 
import  181,000  bushels  of  U.S.  corn  free  of  all  import  charges,  including 
customs  fees,  consular  fees,  import  duties,  gross  sales  tax,  and  currency 
export  tax. 

This  is  the  Cuban  government's  third  decree  since  January  1,  1958; 
authorizing  tax-free  imports  of  corn.    It  brings  the  total  of  such  authorized 
imports  to  600,000  Spanish  quintals  (1,086,558  bushels). 

Domestic  sonsumption  of  corn  in  Cuba  has  risen  rapidly  in  recent  years 
because  of  increased  use  for  feed,  particularly  in  mixed  feeds  for  the 
country's  expanding  poultry  industry.    The  rise  in  consumption,  along  with 
a  reduced  crop  in  1957  an(3-  large r-than-normal  exports  that  year,  caused  a 
shortage  in  the  last  quarter  of  1957 •    The  supply  situation  became  acute  in 
December  1958.    By  mid- January,  the  Cuban  market  price  for  shelled  corn 
reached  $5.80  per  Spanish  quintal  ($3.20  per  bushel).    Cuba's  import  duty 
on  corn  is  $27.30  per  metric  ton  (69  cents  per  bushel). 

NEW  RAILWAY  TO  SERVE  COTTON 
AND  PEANUT  AREA  IN  NIGERIA 

The  World  Bank  has  signed  an  agreement  with  the  Government  of  Nigeria 
for  the  loan  of  $28  million  to  aid  in  constructing  a  ^-00-mile  railway  exten- 
sion from  Jos  to  Maiduguri  in  northeastern  Nigeria.    Additional  funds  will 
come  from  United  Kingdom  and  Nigerian  sources. 

This  railway  will  make  it  possible  to  increase  production  of  cotton 
and  peanuts  in  a  large,  somewhat  isolated  area  where  transport  facilities 
have  been  inadequate.    The  rail  extension  may  also  be  used  to  move  cotton 
and  livestock  from  the  area  of  northern  French  Equatorial  Africa  that  is 
near  Ft.  Lamy  and  Lake  Tchad.     It  is  estimated  that  Nigeria  can  increase 
its  cotton  production  25  percent  or  more  in  the  area  to  be  opened  up  "by 
the  new  rail  line . 
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JAPAN'S  GPAIN  CROPS 
DAMAGED  BY  COLD' 

Unseasonably  cold  weather  in  late  March  caused  extensive  damage  to 
Japan's  1958  grain  crops,  according  to  recent  reports.    The  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Forestry  estimates  the  damage  as  the  greatest  since  World 
War  II.     It  is  too  early  to  tell  definitely  whether  losses  will  necessitate 
larger  wheat  and  barley  imports,  but  some  increase  may  result,  depending 
on  the  size  of  the  rice  crop. 

Damage  from  the  cold  was  widespread,  with  more  than  50  percent  of  the 
acreage  planted  to  wheat,  common  barley,  and  naked  barley  suffering  to  some 
degree.    Advanced  growth  of  these  crops  following  warm  weather  made  them 
more  susceptible.    Preliminary  estimates  place  production  losses  at  15 
percent  for  wheat,  17  percent  for  common  barley,  and  7  percent  for  naked 
barley. 

COLOMBIA  PROPOSES  INCREASED 
WHEAT  PRODUCTION 

A  10-year  program  to  increase  Colombia's  wheat  production  has  been 
proposed  by  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Colombia.    The  aim  is  to  reduce 
import  requirements  and  at  the  same  time  provide  for  population  growth 
and  increased  per  capita  consumption  of  wheat. 

Features  of  the  proposal  include  supporting  the  price  of  wheat  in 
order  to  stimulate  production;  providing  credit  for  purchase  of  machinery, 
seeds,  and  fertilizers;  creating  an  institute  for  wheat  development;  and 
distributing  of  improved  seeds  by  the  National  Department  of  Agricultural 
Investigations . 

Wheat  production  for  1958  is  forecast  at  about  5  million  bushels,  and 
import  needs  for  the  year  are  tentatively  placed  at  5«5  million  bushels. 

PANAMA'S  RICE  CROP 
REDUCED  BY  DROUGHT 

Drought  reduced  Panama's  1957-58  rice  crop  12  percent  below  production 
in  1956-57 }  even  though  acreage  increased  k  percent.    Output  is  tentatively 
estimated  at  190  million  pounds  of  rough  rice  (l2k  million  pounds  milled), 
about  22  million  pounds  (ik  million  pounds)  less  than  in  the  year  before. 
The  provinces  most  affected  were  Cocle,  Herrera,  Los  Santos,  and  Veraguas. 

DEMAND  BRISK  FOR  ARGENTINE  GRAINS 

Export  sales  of  Argentine  wheat  totaled  90,000  metric  tons  in  the  week 
ending  April  3,  and  1^6,000  tons  in  the  week  following.    Foreign  demands 
was  still  strong  at  mid-month.    Corn  sales  amounted  to  5^,000  tons  in  the 
week  ending  April  10. 

Nearly  100,000  tons  of  grain  sorghums  have  been  sold  since  the  beginning 
of  the  year.    Bolivia  was  the  destination  for  2,120  tons  of  flour  sold  over 
this  period. 
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IRELAND  TRIPLES  IMPORT 
DUTIES  ON  DRY  PEAS 


Ireland  has  increased  the  import  duty  on  dry  peas  from  2d.  per  pound 
to  6d.  per  pound  for  non-Commonwealth  countries  and  from  1  l/3d.  to  hd.. 
for  the  United  Kingdom  and  Canada.    The  new  duty  of  6d.  per  pound 
applicable  to  U.  S.  peas  is  equivalent  to  about  $7*00  per  cwt.,  and  for 
Canada  and  the  United  Kingdom  the  new  duty  is  about  $U.65. 

Prior  to  19^+7 ,  U.  S.  exports  of  peas  to  Ireland  were  negligible; 
exports  since  then  have  been  as  follows  in  hundreds  of  pounds: 


19^7    1,166 

19^8    1,367 

19^9   8,170 

1950    1,^56 

1951    3,^-68 

1957-8  .., 


1952-  3    ^,190 

1953-  ^    3,075 

195^-5   10,M+9 

1955-  6    1,791 

1956-  7    7,879 

 1,680 


ISRAEL  INCREASES 
RICE  ACREAGE 

Israel  plans  to  plant  more  than  1,000  acres  in  rice  in  1958.  Last 
year  rice  acreage  was  only  250  acres.  Experiments  in  recent  years  have 
shown  that  rice  can  be  grown  economically  in  some  areas. 

Israeli  agriculturists  believe  that  in  a  few  years  all  of  domestic 
requirements  can  be  grown  in  the  country.    At  the  present  yield  of  around 
2,600  to  3,100  pounds  of  rough  rice  per  acre,  it  would  take  about  12,000 
acres  to  produce  requirements.    Present  consumption  is  estimated  at 
12,500  metric  tons  of  milled  rice. 


INDIA  ANNOUNCES  EXPORT  QUOTA  FOR 
SESAME  OIL.:  STRIVES  TO  IMPROVE 
OILSEED  VARIETIES 

After  reviewing  the  export  policy  for  sesame  oil,  India  has  established 
a  small  quota  (quantity  not  disclosed)  of  oil  for  export  by  all  shippers 
during  the  period  April-September  1958. 

The  Indian  Central  Oilseeds  Committee  plans  to  award  annual  prizes  to 
plant  breeders  who  evolve  the  best  strains  of  the  5  major  oilseeds --peanuts, 
castor  beans,  flaxseed,  rape  and  mustard  seed,  and  sesame  seed.    Three  cash 
prizes  of  Rs.5,000  ($1,050.00),  Rs.  3,0C0  (0630.OO)  and  Rs. 1,000  ($210.00) 
will  be  established  for  each  of  the  5  oilseeds.    Also,  a  silver  shield  will 
be  awarded  annually  to  the  state  which  records  the  largest  area  and  produc- 
tion of  oilseeds  of  improved  strains.    Extension  officers  will  be  awarded 
prizes  for  encouraging  cultivation  of  improved  varieties. 
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U.  S.  SHARE  OF  VENEZUELA'S  MARKET 
FOR  DRY  MILK  DECLINES 

U.  S.  exports  of  dry  whole  milk  to  Venezuela,  while  about  unchanged 
in  recent  years,  have  declined  sharply  in  relation  to  Venezuela* s  total 
imports  of  this  commodity.    Trade  data  from  Venezuela  indicate  that  the  U.  S. 
share  of  "preserved  milk"  imports  fell  to  50  percent  in  1957  from  55  per- 
cent in  1956  and  33  percent  in  1951. 

Dutch  and  Danish  brands  of  dry  whole  milk  are  now  retailing  in  5-pound 
cans  at  about  kd  cents  per  pound,  compared  with  about  63  cents  per  pound  for 
U.  S.  milk.    A  few  relatively  unknown  brands  of  U.  S.  milk  are  selling  at  57 
cents  per  pound,  but  do  not  have  the  benefit  of  the  extensive  promotion  and 
advertising  that  have  helped  push  the  Dutch  and  Danish  milk. 

Despite  the  pronounced  uptrend  in  dry  whole  milk  imports,  local  milk 
production  has  continued  to  increase.    Pasteurized  fluid  milk  production 
has  almost  quadrupled  since  1951 •    Even  with  a  subsidy  of  w%  cents  per  quart, 
fresh  pasteurized  milk  retails  for  about  30  cents  per  quart—nearly  double 
the  cost  of  reconstituted  dry  whole  milk.    Pressure  to  further  restrict  im- 
ports of  dry  whole  milk  is  growing  steadily  ( see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
March  17,  I958) . 

CANADA'S  WHEAT  AND  FLOUR  EXPORTS 
EXPECTED  TO  BE  HIGHER 

Canada's  exports  of  wheat  and  flour  during  July-April  1957-53  are 
estimated  at  approximately  2^5  million  bushels,  compared  with  2kl  million 
a  year  earlier.    The  estimate  is  based  on  official  trade  data  through 
February  1958  (see  facing  table)  and  estimated  exports  during  March  and 
April. 

In  the  past  2  fiscal  years,  India  has  taken  practically  no  wheat  and 
flour  from  Canada.    However,  7' 5  million  bushels  have  been  exported  to 
that  country  during  July-February  this  fiscal  year,  and  much  more  will 
probably  go  to  India  in  the  remaining  k  months.     Other  countries  taking 
increased  quantities  of  wheat/ flour  are  the  Netherlands,  Japan,  the  U.S.S.R., 
and  the  United  States. 

On  the  other  hand,  exports  to  France  and  West  Germany  have  declined 
sharply  from  a  year  earlier.     Czechoslovakia,  Switzerland,  and  the  United 
Kingdom  also  have  imported  less. 

On  the  basis  of  Canada's  marketing  year,  August- July,  exports  are  also 
above  the  previous  year.    Estimated  exports  of  216  million  bushels  during 
the  first  9  months  (August-April)  of  that  period  represent  an  increase  of 
7  percent  above  the  202  million  bushels  exported  during  the  same  months  in 
1956-57. 
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WHEAT  AND  FLOUR:    Canadian  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
July-February  1956-57  and  July-February  1957-58 


Destination 


July-February  1956-57 


Wheat 


Flour 


Total 


July-February  1957-58 


Wheat  •  Flour 


Total 


Western  Hemisphere: 


:   (Thousand  bushels,  grain  equivalent)   


4,657 

i  1,050 

:  5,707 

:  6,638 

:  1,090 

:  7,728 

78 

!  942 

:  1,020 

:  160 

:  910 

:  1,070 

British  West  Indies  . . . : 

H 

s  3,464 

:  3,478 

»  13 

1  3,366 

1  3,379 

1 

i  252 

i  253 

:  1 

!  338 

i  339 

57 

:  2,263 

:  2,320 

:  125 

!  2,191 

s  2,316 

330 

!  330 

i  575 

!  575 

2,489 

!  17! 

:  2,506 

:  1,251 

!  23 

:  1,274 

:  1,100' 

:  1,100 

!  1,141 

:  1,141 

7.626- 

i  9,088: 

:  16,714' 

:  8,763 

!  9,059 

:  17,822 

Europe: 

Norway   

United  Kingdom 

Ireland   

Netherlands   

B  elgium-Luxembourg 

France   

Germany,  West   

Czechoslovakia 

Switzerland   

Poland  

U.S.S.R  

Italy  

Malta   

Others   


3,794 
63,780 

3,169 
8,935 

11,194 
1,471 

33,718 
4,371 
6,371 
2,599 
4,127 
2,770 
1,525 
1,192 


8,144 

6 
393 

1/ 

1/ 

3 

184 


:  8,730: 

157,746: 

s  124,457: 

:  8,869: 

:  133,326 

Asia:  : 
Philippine  Republic  . . . : 

:  2: 

»    u  ■ 

:  4,214: 
i  625: 

!  1,394! 

i  2: 
1,008: 
4,214: 
22,954: 
2,982: 

:  7,436:' 

!  1,236: 

:  27,129: 
458: 

20: 

:       1/  : 

:  3,491: 
i  528: 
i  1,125: 

7,456 
1,236 
•  3,491 
:  27,657 
1,583 

:  6,235: 

31,160: 

36,259: 

5,164: 

41,423 

1,311:      2,550:        427:        813:  1,240 
^3.          /cj         392:          29:  421 

.    25,409:  208,215:  170,298:    23,934:  194,232 

3,794 
71,924 
3,169 
8,941 
11,587 
1,471 
33,718 
4,371 
6,371 
2,599 
4,127 
2,773 
1,525 
1,376 


1,611 
60,095 

1,153 
14,593 

8,937 

1,325 
20,167 

2,109 
3,979 
7,505 
1,376 
708 
899 


8,582 
1 

2 

177 


1/ 


107 


1/  Less  than  500  bushels, 


Compiled  from  Trade  of  Canada,  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Department  of 
Trade  and  Conmerce,  Ottawa. 
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NORWEGIAN  HERRING  OIL  PRODUCTION 
DOWN  SHARPLY  IN  I958 

Norwegian  herring  oil  production  from  the  winter  and  spring  herring 
fishing  season  (ended  April  2)  was  less  than  one-third  that  of  1957— 
around  17,000  short  tons,  compared  with  55*000  tons  in  1956. 

If  the  herring  catch  this  summer  is  average,  herring  oil  output  for 
1958  should  be  around  28,000  tons,  against  72,756  tons  in  1957  and  a  record 
of  11^,630  tons  in  1956.    This  is  the  smallest  herring  oil  outturn  since 
19^7>  when  only  22,000  tons  were  produced,  and  is  slightly  less  than  the 
29,1+00  tons  produced  in 

INDONESIA  BANS  COPRA  AND 
COCONUT  OIL  EXPORTS 

Indonesian  military  authorities  have  banned  the  export  of  copra  and 
coconut  oil  from  East  Java  Province.    Special  permits  are  required  to  take 
out  of  the  province  more  than  20  kg.  (kk  pounds)  of  coconut  oil.  All 
factories  buying  copra  outside  East  Java  must  so  report  to  the  authorities. 
Copra  purchases  outside  East  Java  can  only  be  made  for  industrial  purposes 
and  at  prices  not  exceeding  those  fixed  by  the  authorities. 

Reported  prices  of  coconut  oil  in  the  Jogjakarta  area  were  at  a  recent 
high  on  April  k,  1958*    The  price  was  Rp.  15.60  per  kilo  (26.2  cents  per 
pound  at  the  export  exchange  rate),  compared  with  Rp.  13.20  (22.2  cents) 
the  week  before — an  increase  of  18  percent.    The  price  of  coconuts  in  the 
same  period  jumped  25  percent. 

Java  is  a  large  consuming  area  of  Indonesia.    Copra  shipments  from 
Java  were  only  about  5  percent  of  total  Indonesian  copra  exports  in  1957* 
No  exports  of  coconut  oil  from  Java  were  recorded  last  year. 

WEST  GERMAN  MARGARINE  TO  CONTAIN 
MORE  RAPESEED  OIL 

The  West  German  Minister  of  Agriculture  announced  on  April  17  that 
margarine  manufacturers  would  be  required  to  increase  the  rapeseed  oil 
content  of  margarine  from  5  percent  to  7*5  percent  in  order  to  assure 
a  market  for  the  expanding  domestic  rapeseed  output.    Rapeseed  acreage 
in  1958  is  estimated  at  89,000  acres,  an  increase  of  15  percent  over  the 
75,100  acres  harvested  in  I957  and  almost  twice  the  harvested  area  of 
1956. 

Guaranteed  prices  paid  to  farmers  for  rapeseed  will  be  reduced  to 
about  DM  660  to  680  per  metric  ton  ($157.1+0  to  $162.20)  from  DM  750 
($178.90).    World  prices  are  now  around  DM  550  ($131.20)  per  ton.  The 
difference  between  domestic  and  world  prices  probably  will  be  shared 
by  the  margarine  manufacturers  and  the  government  on  an  equal  basis. 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  CANNED  FRUIT  EXPORTS 

South  African  canned  fruit  production,  essentially  an  export  industry,  with 
the  United  Kingdom  as  the  principal  market,  is  fast  approaching  the  5 -million - 
case  mark.    Percentages  of  the  export  pack  to  the  U.K.  in  1957  were:  Pineapple, 
95  percent;  peaches,  9I+  percent;  pears,  92  percent;  and  apricots,  88  percent. 
Exports  to  other  countries,  until  recently  relatively  small,  have  increased. 


FRUITS,  CANNED:     South  Africa,  exports  by  country  of 
destination,  1955-57 


Country  of  destination 

:        1955  ! 

1956  ; 

1957 

:     Cases  l/  : 

Cases  l/  : 

Cases  l/ 

Pineapple,  canned: 

533  : 
16  : 
1,520  : 
5^1,338  : 
13,595  : 

660  : 
^,009  : 
5,1+09  : 
737,922  : 
17,3^7  : 

3,062 

7,^97 
9,2i+6 

959,278 
31,561 

...:        557,002  : 

765,3^7  : 

1,010, 6^1+ 

Peaches,  canned: 

...:          3,11+3  : 

255  : 
Ii-5,61+9  : 

O,  J1~0 

2,239  : 
21,632  : 

3,^97  : 
798 
1,173,377  : 
61,623  : 

2  .1+99 

k,106 
1+7,618 

3,037 
2,669 

1, 3^0, 598 
37,655 

 l^fiO;,^,,. 

1  1+^8  182 

Apricots,  canned: 

731,^51 
20,536 

8,851 
2,938 

18,  ^ 
:  8,861+ 

886,239 
12,331 

:  21,326 
:  2,03^ 
32,320 

:  M83 
:  525,3^7 
lk,285 

778,005 

:  937,697 

:  599,395 

Pears,  canned: 

:  1,616 
:  2,786 
:  16,616 
:  285,602 
:  13.35k 

:  2,251 
:  2,356 
:  10,568 
:  373,^09 
:  15,108 

:  319,956 

:  1+03,692 

1/  Equivalent  cases  of  2l+/2^-t  s. 
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U.K.  EXPECTED  TO  USE  LESS 
VEGETABLE  OIL  THIS  YEAR 

Vegetable  oil  consumption  in  the  United  Kingdom  during  1958  is  expected 
to  be  somewhat  below  the  level  of  1957 >  while  butter  and  lard  consumption 
probably  will  increase.    The  reason  is  that  margarine  is  getting  stiff  competi- 
tion from  butter.    As  of  mid-April,  butter  was  selling  for  2s.  per  pound 
(28.0  cents)  while  margarine  was  selling  for  2s.  2d.  per  pound  {"i"L.h  cents). 
Demand  for  compound  cooking  fat  (comparable  to  U.  S.  shortening)  has  also 
declined,  as  consumers  consider  lard  to  be  a  better  buy. 

Although  per  capita  consumption  of  fats  and  oils  in  1957  was  the  same 
as  in  1956,  there  was  a  sharp  change  in  the  type  consumed.    Per  capita  con- 
sumption of  butter  exceeded  that  of  margarine  for  the  first  time  since  World 
War  II.    Large  butter  supplies  competed  with  margarine  and  switched  the  con- 
sumption pattern. 


FATS  AMD  OILS:    United  Kingdom,  per  capita  consumption, 

annual  1956  and  1957 


• 

Commodity  \ 

1956 

:       1957  1/ 

• 
• 

Pounds  per  capita 

Pounds  per  capita 

15.6 

17.3 

16.9  : 

:  15.6 

Lard  &  compound  cooking  f at  2/: 

10.8  : 

:  10.5 

Other  edible  oils  and  fats..: 

10.8 

10.7 

54.1 

54.1 

1/  Preliminary.  2/  Compound  cooking  fat  is  comparable  to  shortening  in  the 
United  States.     3.7  Product  weight,  not  the  fat  or  oil  equivalent. 


Source:    Commonwealth  Economic  Committee. 

Lard  consumption  in  1957 >  at  123,000  short  tons,  was  more  than  6  percent 
above  that  of  1956.    However,  "Lard  and  compound  cooking  fat"  declined  0.3 
pounds  per  capita.    Thus,  the  increased  consumption  of  lard  was  more  than 
offset  by  a  decline  in  compound  cooking  fat  consumption. 

In  1957 >  U.K.  margarine  manufacturers  produced  393*230  tons,  compared 
with  4o8,910  tons  the  previous  year.    And  the  output  of  compound  cooking  fat-- 
at  145,710  tons— was  17,025  tons  below  that  of  1956. 

Use  of  refined  vegetable  oils  by  the  manufacturers  of  margarine  and  com- 
pound cooking  fat  in  1957  was  about  15  percent  below  that  in  1956.  Peanut 
oil  declined  the  most- -over  one-third.    Although  relatively  small  quantities 
of  soybean  oil  are  used,  consumption  in  1957  was  almost  double  the  1956  level. 
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The  decline  in  production  of  margarine  and  compound  cooking  fat,  and  the 
increased  use  of  whale  oil  in  margarine,  accounted  for  the  general  decline  in 
vegetable  oils  used.    One- third  more  vhale  oil  was  used  in  making  margarine 
in  1957  than  in  1956.    Nearly  25  percent  of  all  the  oil  used  for  margarine  in 
1957  was  whale,  compared  with  only  ih  percent  in  1956. 

Imports  of  margarine  in  1957  were  16,3^+9  tons,  less  than  one-half  the 
37>5^3  tons  imported  in  1956. 


FATS  AND  OILS,  REFINED:    United  Kingdom,  utilization  in  manufacturing 
margarine  and  compound  cooking  fat  1/,  annual  1956  and  1957 


•  t 

]  Margarine 

Compound  cooking 
fat  1/ 

Total  fats  &  oils 

:    1956  j 

1957  2/  ; 

1956  ; 

1957  2/ 

.  x956  ; 

1957  2/ 

• 

1,000  ' 

1,000 

;     1,000  ' 

1,000 

1,000  ' 

1,000 

• 
• 

short 

short 

short  : 

!  short 

!  short 

short 

• 

tons 

tons 

tons 

;  tons 

'  tons 

>  tons 

Vegetable  oils :  : 

10.1 

:  10.1 

!    6.7  • 

!  5-6 

:     16.8  • 

15.7 

75.0 

:  14-2.6 

:  37.0 

:  26.9 

:  112.0 

'  69.5 

1.1 

'  k.5 

:  5.6 

:  6.7 

:       6.7  : 

11.2 

69.^ 

:  62.7 

:  3.^ 

:       3^  : 

72.8  : 

•  66.1 

32.5 

!  31.U 

:  9.0 

!  7.8 

:    ia. 5 

:  39.2 

Qk.O 

:  72.8 

:  kl.k 

:  38.1 

:  125.^ 

:  110.9 

19.0 

!  2^.5 

'  h.s 

:  23.5 

:  26.9 

291.1 

:  2k7.6 

:    107  ,,6 

'•  Ql.I 

:  ^Q8.7 

: 

2.2 

:  2.2 

:  k.5 

:  7.8 

:  6.7 

:  10.0 

hQ.2 

:  75.0 

•  53.8 

:     70.  k 

:  102.0 

:  125.il 

Grand  total . . : 

3^1-5 

32k. Q 

:  165.9 

:  150.1 

:  507.^ 

:  kjk.9 

l/  Compound  cooking  fat  is  comparable  to  shortening  in  the  United  States. 
2/  Preliminary. 


Source:    Commonwealth  Economic  Committee. 

COLOMBIA  REVISES  IMPORT  LIST 

Colombia  reclassified  its  import  list  on  April  10,  1958,  in  order  to 
reduce  imports  and  thus  improve  its  balance-of -payments  situation.    The  changes 
are  expected  to  further  curtail  Colombian  imports  of  U.S.  agricultural  products. 

The  National  Economic  Advisory  Committee  reclassified  12  items  from  Prior 
License  to  the  Prohibited  List,  and  several  other  items  from  the  Free  to  the 
Prior  License  List.    All  the  changes  were  to  a  more  stringent  category  except 
whisky  and  tobacco,  which  were  moved  from  the  Prohibited  to  the  Prior  Approval 
List.    Seeds  and  fruits  for  planting,  plants,  parts  of  plants,  seeds,  and  fruits 
for  food  were  changed  from  the  Free  to  the  Prior  License  List. 
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U.  S.  EDIBLE  OIL  EXPORTS  DOWN  SHARPLY 

United  States  exports  of  cottonseed  and  soybean  oils  in  October -March 
1957-58  are  preliminarily  estimated  at  397*3  million  pounds --less  than  one- 
half  the  quantity  shipped  in  the  first  half  of  1956-57. 

Exports  of  cottonseed  oil  in  March  were  only  80  percent  of  exports  in 
February  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  April  1^-) ,  and  less  than  one-fourth 
of  March  1957  shipments.    October-March  exports,  at  I76.5  million  pounds 
fell  off  ore-third  from  exports  in  the  comparable  period  of  1956-57' 

COTTONSEED  OIL,  SOYBEAN  OIL,  OILCAKES,  AND  MEALS:     U.  S.  preliminary 
estimates  of  exports  in  March  1958  and  October-March  1957-58, 
and  actual  exports  March  1957  and  October-March  1956-57 


Commodity 


March 


October -March 


1957 

'  1958 

*  1956-57 

•  1957-58 

' Preliminary 

Preliminary 

-  -  Million  pounds  -  - 

-  -    Million  pounds  -  - 

3.8 

:  11.0 

:        hi. 6 

1.3 

:  1.1 

12.2 

:  ik.f 

55.7 

1.7 

22S.  7 

120.2 

60.8 

1^.8 

231+.6 

176.5 

6.1 

29.9 

30.8 

91A 

6k.6 

11.7 

273.5 

:  57.2 

58.3 

13.0 

225.3 

72.2 

129.0 

5^.6 

529.6 

220.8 

189.8 

"  68.^ 

81U.2 

397.3 

1,000  short  tons 

1,000  si' 

ort  tons 

•  3 

.1  : 

26.2 

6.0 

.k 

1/  : 

36.7  ' 

:  5.9 

33.3  ' 

26.1  ; 

292.1 

179.6 

3^.0 

26.2  : 

355.0 

191.5 

Cottonseed  oil,  refined. , 
Cottonseed  oil,  refined 

and  further  processed. . 
Cottonseed  oil,  crude.... 
Total  cottonseed  oil. 

Soybean  oil,  refined  

Soybean  oil,  refined  and 

further  processed  

Soybean  oil,  crude  

Total  soybean  oil.... 
Total  cottonseed  and 
soybean  oil  


Cottonseed  cake  and  meal.. 

Linseed  cake  and  meal  

Soybean  cake  and  meal  

Total  cake  and  meal... 


l/  Less  than  50  short  tons 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

Estimated  soybean  oil  exports  in  March—at  5^.6  million  pounds—were 
triple  the  l6.1  million  pounds  exported  in  February,  but  were  only  ^-0  per- 
cent of  the  March  1957  volume.     October-March  exports,  at  220.8  million 
pounds,  showed  the  same  decline  from  the  quantity  shipped  in  the  first 
half  of  the  1956-57  marketing  year. 
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March  exports  of  oilcake  and  meal  were  26,200  tons.    They  were  more  than 
one-fourth  larger  than  those  of  February  but  one-fourth  smaller  than  shipments 
in  March  1957 •    October-March  shipments  of  all  oilcake  and  meal  were  down 
nearly  50  percent  from  a  year  earlier. 

Soybeans  inspected  for  export  from  October  1,  1957;  through  March  28,  1958; 
totaled  5^«9  million  bushels,  compared  with  5^*7  million  bushels  in  the  com- 
parable period  of  1956-57.    Inspections  through  April  25  were  59*5  million 
bushels,  against  6O.3  million  bushels  from  October  1,  1956,  through  April  26,  1957. 

WEST  GERMAN  SOYBEAN  MEAL  PRICES 
STRENGTHEN  IN  APRIL 

Wholesale  prices  of  soybean  meal  on  the  Hamburg  market  in  West  Germany 
strengthened  appreciably  in  April  as  a  result  of  prolonged  cold  weather  which 
created  an  added  demand  for  spot  meal.    Whether  this  may  represent  a  permanent 
improvement  is  not  known,  since  German  soybean  meal  prices  have  been  depressed 
for  many  months. 

With  West  Germany's  expanding  crush  of  soybeans --over  k  times  as  large  in 
1957  as  the  1950-52  average --mills  are  having  increasing  difficulty  marketing 
the  soybean  meal. 


SOYBEAN  MEAL  AND  BARLEY:    Monthly  prices  per  metric  ton, 
wholesale  Hamburg,  1956-57  and  July-March  1957-58 


Month 

:         Soybean  meal  : 

Barley  1/ 

:      1956-57  : 

1957-58  : 

1956-57  : 

1957-58 

*  < 

\  Dollars  per  metric  ton  \ 

Dollars  per 

metric  ton 

78.li5  : 

88.96  ; 

89.90 

91.80  i 

77.50 

•  91.80 

:  88.70 

:       75.60  : 

:       91.35  : 

9^.20 

92.80  j 

:  75.15 

;        88.50  j 

;  95.90 

:  7^.90 

;       89.70  ; 

:  95.65 

:  73.95 

89.20 

:  93.73 

,,    •  8U.U5 

:  70.60 

:  88.00 

:  93.00 

69.15 

•  86.80 

!  92.80 

:  70.10 

:  87.05 

i  93.75 

:  -; 

:  87.30 

1      89. h5 

89.70 

1/  German  winter  barley  and  imported  barley.  2/  $78.70  per  metric  ton  April  9; 
$79.65  April  11. 


Source :    "Ernaehrungsdienst" ,  published  in  Agrarwirtscha^f t . 

In  the  early  months  of  1957  wholesale  prices  of  soybean  meal  dropped  below 
those  of  barley,  Germany's  principal  feed  grain.    Barley  prices  have  risen  slight- 
ly since  January  1957;  whereas  soybean  meal  prices  have  declined  almost  steadily, 
except  in  July  and  August  last  year. 
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ECUADOR  FREES  COMMODITIES 
FROM  IMPORT  DEPOSIT 

Ecuador  has  in  recent  weeks  entirely  or  partly  exempted  a  number  of 
agricultural  products  from  the  requirement  that  their  full  foreign  exchange 
value  be  deposited  in  the  Central  Bank  before  importation. 

Items  exempted  entirely  included  malt  extracts  for  food  industries; 
seed;  resins;  soup  concentrates;  essential  or  volatile  vegetable  oils;  and 
casein.    For  some  commodities  the  deposit  was  reduced  to  50  percent  of 
c.i.f.  value.    These  products  included  pepper ,  cloves ,  some  cereals ,  and 
fruit  juices. 

GHANA'S  CACAO  FARMERS  TRYING 
TO  IMPROVE  PRODUCTION 

Main-crop  cocoa  purchases  by  the  Ghana  Cocoa  Marketing  Board  for  the 
1957"58  year  amounted  to  U36.2  million  pounds.    In  addition,  an  undetermined 
amount  moved  across  borders  and  marketed  from  other  areas.    The  official 
Ghana  estimate  of  the  1958  mid-crop  is  8,960,000  pounds  (l+,000  long  tons). 
Producer  prices  for  the  mid-crop  are  to  remain  at  16.8  cents  per  pound. 

Very  dry  weather  in  early  1957;  followed  by  heavy,  prolonged  rains, 
was  the  main  cause  of  the  low  1957-58  main  crop.    Attempts  have  been  made 
to  correlate  cacao  production  with  annual  rainfall,  monthly  rainfall,  and 
the  number  of  cloudy  days,  but  there  has  been  no  positive  relation. 
Beginning  with  1958,  rainfall  will  be  reported  by  6-day  periods,  as  possibly 
more  useful  in  predicting  a  crop. 

Ghana  exported  582.9  million  pounds  of  cocoa  beans  in  1957*  West 
Germany  took  the  largest  quantity  (ilk ,2  million  pounds).    The  United  States 
took  107.1+  million  pounds,  while  100.9  million  pounds  went  to  the  United 
Kingdom  and  million  pounds  to  the  Netherlands.    The  U.S.S.R.  took  8l.2 

million  pounds. 

Swollen-shoot  disease  is  reportedly  being  checked  by  the  inspection 
and  cutout  program.    Between  October  and  December  last  year,  1,965*513 
diseased  trees  were  removed.    A  grand  total  of  67,20l+,670  cacao  trees  have 
been  cut  out  since  the  control  work  began.    Black  pod  control  has  not  been 
pushed  in  Ghana,  as  losses  were  small  prior  to  the  1957-58  season.  Despite 
the  small  1957-58  main  crop,  cacao  farmers  are  continuing  to  buy  sprayers 
and  chemicals  to  control  capsids. 

Over  5  million  Amazon  seedlings  were  distributed  to  growers  in  1957* 
plus  an  additional  1,205,000  Amazon  pods.    The  large  number  of  pods  dis- 
tributed is  an  indication  of  the  faith  the  farmers  have  in  this  improved 
planting  material.    Weather  has  favored  replant ings  and  new  plantings,  and 
seedling  survival  has  been  excellent. 
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ONE-THIRD  OF  BRAZIL'S  1957-58 
COFFEE  CROP  OF  "PREFERRED"  TYPE 

Approximately  35  percent  of  Brazil's  1957-58  coffee  crop  registered 
through  March  is  reported  by  the  IBC  (Brazilian  Coffee  Institute)  to  be 
of  the  "preferred"  type.    Sao  Paulo,  the  largest  producing  state,  was 
the  only  state  which  produced  a  larger  amount  of  "preferred"  than  "common" 
coffee. 

Agreements  between  IBC  and  the  states  were  renewed  in  1957  for  research, 
experiments,  propaganda,  and  assistance  to  coffee  growers.    The  contracts 
for  deposits  maintained  with  local  banks  in  coffee  states  were  also  ex- 
tended by  the  IBC  for  the  purpose  of  giving  financial  assistance  to  coffee 
growers  and  cooperatives. 

NEW  ZEALAND'S  AGRICULTURE 
FACING  CRISIS 

New  Zealand's  agriculture  is  being  affected  by  the  country's  economic 
difficulties.    The  New  Zealand  balance-of -payments  situation  has  been 
worsening,  with  further  deterioration  indicated  during  the  remainder  of 
the  year  ending  June  30* 

Export  receipts  for  1957-58  are  estimated  at  more  than  $1^0  million 
below  last  year.     Income  from  wool  exports  will  probably  be  down  by  more 
than  $60  million.    Meat  earnings  have  declined  about  $22  million,  and 
dairy  export  revenue  is  expected  to  drop  to  approximately  $1^5  million, 
compared  with  $205  million  in  1956-57 • 

In  April,  trade  talks  began  in  London  with  the  United  Kingdom  regard- 
ing New  Zealand's  difficulties  in  marketing  dairy  products  and  meats  in  the 
British  market.    Negotiations  are  also  in  progress  toward  a  possible  revi- 
sion of  the  Ottawa  Agreement  between  New  Zealand  and  the  United  Kingdom. 
The  purpose  of  these  talks  is  to  achieve  a  better  balance  of  trade  between 
the  two  countries,  particularly  since  New  Zealand's  dairy  and  wool  export 
earnings  have  declined  to  low  levels  in  both  1957  and  1958.    New  Zealand 
has  also  made  a  formal  protest  against  "dumping"  of  butter  in  the  British 
market  by  countries  other  than  traditional  suppliers. 

At  its  June  session,  the  New  Zealand  Parliament  will  face  the  problem 
of  adjusting  the  price-support  legislation  for  dairy  products  to  a  more 
realistic  marketing  basis.    For  several  years  the  difference  between  the 
export  price  and  the  guaranteed  price  to  producers  has  been  paid  out  of 
dairy  industry  reserve  funds.    At  the  beginning  of  the  1957-58  year  the 
Dairy  Industry  Reserve  Account  had  declined  to  L  15  million  ($U2  million), 
and  it  is  expected  to  be  exhausted  by  June  30* 
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SUGAR  BEET  PRICE 
LOWERED  IN  DENMARK 

The  basic  p±ice  of  beets  grown  for  sugar  in  Denmark  has  been  lowered 
to  8.18  kroner  per  100  kilograms  (about  $10.75  per  short  ton)  because  of 
the  decline  in  the  export  price  of  sugar.    This  basic  price  may  be  adjusted 
to  accord  with  further  fluctuations  in  the  world  market  price.  Producers 
received  8.69  kroner  (about  $11.^2  per  ton)  for  the  1957  sugar  beet  crop. 

Another  change  this  year  will  be  an  adjustment  in  price  according  to 
sugar  content;  last  year  none  was  made.    Growers  will  be  compensated  for 
a  maximum  of  one-half  of  the  increase  in  labor  costs. 

The  lowered  price  for  beets  is  not  expected  to  result  in  lowered 
acreage.    Farmers'  requests  for  acreage  contracts  exceed  estimated  require- 
ments.   Interest  in  beets  has  been  stimulated  by  last  year's  decline  in 
profitability  of  livestock  production.    Also,  demand  for  sugar  beets  by 
neighboring  countries  has  been  growing.    Last  year,  22  percent  of  Denmark's 
sugar  beet  harvest  was  exported  to  West  Germany,  Sweden,  and  Finland. 


U.K.  TO  IMPORT  LESS  VEGETABLE 
OIL  AND  OILSEEDS  IN  1958 

United  Kingdom  imports  of  vegetable  oils  and  oilseeds  in  1958  may  be 
somewhat  below  those  of  1957  because  of  greater  competition  for  the  edible 
oil  market  from  butter  and  lard  (see  page  16).    The  government  also  has 
lowered  the  guaranteed  price  paid  to  producers  of  milk  and  eggs;  this  in 
turn  may  reduce  the  demand  for  oilcake  and  meal.    However,  peanut  imports 
in  1958  may  be  well  above  the  reduced  quantity  imported  in  1957-  Nigeria 
and  French  West  Africa  have  just  harvested  record  crops,  and  prices  are 
running  much  lower  than  the  general  level  throughout  1957* 

Imports  of  oilseeds  crushed  for  edible  oils  in  1957  were  i+6,500  short 
tons  below  those  of  1956,  a  decline  of  8  percent.  Peanut  imports  declined 
over  100,000  tons,  but  soybean  imports  were  kh  percent  —  or  58,1^-6  tons- 
above  those  of  1956. 

Edible  oil  imports  in  1957  were  almost  17  percent  above  those  of  the 
previous  year.    A  sharp  increase  in  peanut  oil- -the  major  imported  edible 
oil—accounted  for  most  of  the  increase,  but  cottonseed  oil  imports— 
although  much  smaller  quantities  are  imported- -were  ahnost  15  percent  above 
imports  of  1956. 

Copra  and  palm  kernel  imports  increased  sharply  in  1957;  probably  some 
processors  wanted  oil-bearing  materials  with  high  oil  yields  to  offset  a 
slack  demand  for  oilcake  and  meal. 

Coconut  oil  imports  were  down  slightly,  and  imports  of  palm  oil  were 
over  12,000  tons  below  the  level  of  1956. 
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Industrial  oilseed  imports --mainly  flaxseed — were  almost  one-third  greater  in 
1957  than  in  1956.    Castor  bean  imports  were  one-third  above  1956,  while  flaxseed 
imports  also  rose  by  nearly  a  third.     Imports  of  industrial  oils  declined  slightly 
due  to  a  decline  of  almost  10  percent  in  linseed  oil  imports.    Castor  oil  imports, 
however,  were  up  sharply,  and  there  was  a  moderate  increase  in  imports  of  tung 
oil. 

Marine  oil  imports  showed  a  notable  increase  in  1957 ,  as  more  whale  oil 
entered  the  United  Kingdom  for  use  by  the  margarine  industry.    Sperm  oil  imports 
were  about  one-fourth' below  the  1956  quantity. 


OILS  AND  OILBEARING  MATERIALS :    United  Kingdom,  imports  by  kind, 

annual  1956  and  1957 


Oil-bearing  material*  1956 


1957  1/ 


Oils 


1956 


1957  1/ 


;  Short 
•  tons 
EDIBLE  :   

Peanut s(unshelled) . . . :  9,130 
Peanuts ( shelled) ..... :  351,073 

Soybeans  :  72,760 

Cottonseed  136,338 

Rapeseed  :  4,553 

Sesame  seed  :  4 

Total  :  573,858 

PALM  ; 

Copra  

Palm  kernels  , 

Total  , 

INDUSTRIAL 

Flaxseed  :  155 

Castor  beans.  :  4,313 

Total  :_  159,853 

All  other  seeds  f 

All  other  nuts  85  : 

kernels  :  11,665 

 :  12,495 


94,028 
338,085 
432,113 


«30 


Total. 


Short 
tons 

7,282 
2^9,891 
130,906 

13^,239 
5,009 

  9 


527,336 


125,160 
366,906 


492,066 


227,230 
6,k9t 


233,726 


2,090 
2,142 


5,032 


Grand  total. .  ♦  :i.  178,319  ;i ,258 160 


EDIBLE  : 

Peanut  ; 

Cottonseed  j 

Olive  oil  : 

Total  :" 

PALM  := 

Palm  : 

Coconut  ; 

Total  :" 

INDUSTRIAL  r 

Linseed  

Castor  : 

Tung  : 

Total  :" 

Other  vegetable  2/ . . f 
MARINE  OILS  f 

Whale  : 

Sperm  : 

Fish  : 

Total  f 


Short 
tons 

21,403 
5,360 
2,590 


29,353 


226,841 
58,836 


285,677 


70,765 
15,030 
9,032 


94,827 


167556 


106,772 
20,206 
5,533 


132,511 


Grand  total..:  558,924 


Short 
tons 

26,541 

6,233 
2,564 


35,338 


212,980 
57,478 


270,458 


64,095 
19,5^3 
10,261 


93,899 
23,028 


159,045 
16,388 
5,626 


181,059 


603,782 


1/  Preliminary. 

2/  Includes  hydrogenated  and  non-hydrogenated  oils. 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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CUBA  SELLS  SUGAR  TO  COMMUNIST 
CHINA  AND  U.S.S.R. 

The  Cuban  Sugar  Stabilization  Institute  has  announced  the  recent  sale 
of  89,000  Spanish  long  tons  ( 101,087  short  tons)  of  raw  sugar  at  3.28  cents 
per  pound  to  the  U.S.S.R.,  and  50,000  Spanish  long  tons  (56,790  short  tons) 
at  3»32  cents  per  Spanish  pound  ( 1.01^1  pounds)  to  Communist  China.  The 
prices  are  f.o.b.  Cuba. 

Earlier  the  U.S.S.R.  had  purchased  100,000  Spanish  long  tons  (113,581 
short  tons)  at  3 • ^5  cents.    Of  the  total  189,000  Spanish  long  tons  the 
U.S.S.R.  has  purchased  to  date,  only  22,882  Spanish  long  tons  (25,990 
short  tons)  had  been  exported  by  March  15,  1958. 

The  U.S.S.R.'s  bid  for  an  additional  78,000  Spanish  long  tons  of  sugar 
was  refused,  as  the  Institute  already  has  sold  more  than  800,000  of  the 
8^-3, 000-ton  quota  of  1958-crop  sugar  assigned  to  it  for  sale.    The  Institute 
suggested  that  the  U.S.S.R.  purchase  from  the  mills  rather  than  from  the 
Institute.    Assurances  were  given  that  the  sale  of  sugar  to  the  Communist 
countries  would  be  handled  so  as  not  to  conflict  with  the  Foreign  Assets 
Control  Regulation  of  the  U.S.  Treasury  Department. 


DENMARK  BUYS  MORE  U.  S.  COTTON 

Imports  of  United  States  cotton  into  Denmark  were  23,000  bales  (500 
pounds  gross)  during  August-February  1957-58.    This  is  an  increase  of  6k 
percent  from  the  1^,000  bales  of  U.S.  cotton  imported  in  the  comparable 
months  of  1956-57. 

Imports  from  all  sources  during  August -February  were  31,000  bales, 
compared  with  28,000  bales  a  year  earlier.    In  addition  to  the  imports 
from  the  United  States,  7,000  bales  came  from  Peru,  and  small  quantities 
from  Syria,  Egypt,  Mexico,  and  Pakistan. 

Cotton  consumption  in  Denmark  increased  about  10  percent  in  the  first 
6  months  (August- January)  of  the  1957-58  season,  amounting  to  22,000  bales, 
compared  with  20,000  bales  in  the  first  half  of  1956-57.    However,  consump- 
tion is  expected  to  decline  slightly  during  the  last  half  of  1957-58  he- 
cause  of  a  weaker  demand  for  Danish  textiles  on  both  the  export  and  domestic 
markets.    The  decreased  domestic  demand  is  attributed  partly  to  higher 
imports  of  ready-to-wear  textile  goods,  some  temporary  re-direction  of 
consumer  purchases,  and  a  decline  in  farm  income. 

Cotton  stocks  on  January  31,  1958,  were  estimated  at  15,000  bales, 
compared  with  9,000  bales  on  August  1,  1957. 
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FINLAND'S  COTTON 
IMPORTS  DECLINE 

Imports  of  cotton  into  Finland  during  August -February  1957-58  were 
^4-0, 000  bales  (500  pounds  gross).    This  represents  a  decline  of  27  percent 
from  imports  of  55 > 000  bales  during  the  same  months  of  1956-57. 

Practically  all  Finland's  cotton  imports  were  from  the  U.S.S.R.  and 
the  United  States ,  with  smaller  quantities  from  Egypt  and  Sudan.  Quanti- 
ties imported  during  August -February  1957-58;  with  comparable  1956-57 
figures  in  parentheses,  were:    U.S.S.R.  23,000  bales  (26,000);  United 
States  15,000  (27,000);  Egypt  1,000  (217);  and  Sudan  138  (2,000). 

Finland's  raw  cotton  requirements  will  continue  to  be  imported  mainly 
from  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  during  the  remainder  of  1958. 
A  Public  Law  ^80  authorization  was  granted  to  Finland  by  the  United  States 
in  March  1958  for  the  purchase  of  about  6,000  bales  of  cotton  for  payment 
in  Finnish  currency.    In  accordance  with  a  "usual  marketings"  understanding, 
an  additional  11,000  bales  of  U.S.  cotton  will  be  purchased  in  the  normal 
course  of  trade,  for  payment  in  dollars.    Also,  about  ^-1,000  bales  of 
Russian  cotton  will  be  imported  under  terms  of  the  1958  Finnish-Soviet 
trade  agreement. 

Cotton  consumption  amounted  to  38,000  bales  during  the  first  half 
(August -January)  of  the  1957-58  season,  only  slightly  below  the  39,000  bales 
used  in  the  first  6  months  of  1956-57.    U.S.  cotton  accounted  for  k-2  percent 
of  total  cotton  consumed  in  August -January,  compared  with  31  percent  of  the 
total  a  year  earlier.    Consumption  for  the  entire  1957-58  season  is  expected 
to  be  about  9  percent  below  1956-57* 

The  Finnish  textile  industry,  which  is  very  sensitive  to  economic 
fluctuations,  has  been  affected  by  the  decline  in  consumer  purchasing  power 
resulting  from  a  slowdown  in  economic  activity  and  unemployment.  Inven- 
tories of  cotton  mills  have  been  building  up  since  the  beginning  of  the 
current  season,  and  the  industry's  lack  of  ready  funds  will  not  permit  a 
heavier  accumulation  of  stocks.    The  labor  force  has  been  reduced  in  the 
textile  industry  and  most  mills  are  operating  only  k-  or  5  days  per  week. 

Cotton  stocks  on  January  31>  1958,  were  estimated  at  29,000  bales,  down 
slightly  from  stocks  of  30,000  bales  on  August  1,  1957.     Stocks  of  U.S. 
cotton  on  January  31  were  12,000  bales,  or  kl  percent  of  total  stocks,  com- 
pared with  13,000  bales,  or  k-3  percent  of  the  total  on  August  1,  1957* 

Production  of  cotton  yarn  in  1957  increased  Ik  percent  over  1956,  while 
fabric  production  increased  21  percent.    Output  of  yarn  by  the  cotton  in- 
dustry was  16,926  metric  tons  in  1957,  compared  with    1^,786  metric  tons  in 
1956.    Cotton  fabric  output  was  1^,028  metric  tons  in  1957  and  11,603  metric 
tons  in  1956. 
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U.S.  READY-TO-COOK  POULTRY 
TO  ENTER  NETHERLANDS  MARKET 

The  Dutch  Government  has  stated  that  permits  will  be  issued  for  imports 
of  U.S.  ready-to-cook  poultry.  This  will  "be  the  first  entry  of  U.S.  poultry 
or  poultry  products  into  the  Dutch  market. 

The  poultry  and  poultry  products  shipped  to  the  Netherlands  must  meet 
all  the  requirements  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  inspection  and 
he  accompanied  by  a  PY-103  certificate.    The  poultry  and  poultry  products 
covered  by  the  certificate  must  be  derived  from  healthy  poultry  and  not 
show  any  symptoms  of  infections  diseases.    The  poultry  must  be  processed 
in  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture -approved  eviscerating  plants. 

In  order  to  protect  Dutch  flocks,  whenever  there  is  known  to  be  an 
outbreak  of  certain  poultry  diseases  in  the  general  procurement  area  in 
which  the  plant  is  located,  the  poultry  processed  in  such  plants  will  not 
be  certified  for  export  to  the  Netherlands  during  such  outbreaks  and  for 
^0  days  thereafter. 

Although  the  Netherlands  is  a  major  exporter  of  poultry,  the  completely 
eviscerated  ready-to-cook  meat-type  bird  is  new  to  the  Dutch  market.  The 
per  capita  consumption  of  poultry  is  low  in  the  Netherlands  and  belief  is 
this  new  type  U.S.  product  will  do  much  to  raise  the  per  capita  consumption 
and  will  be  mutually  beneficial  to  the  Netherlands  and  to  the  United  States. 
The  U.S.  product  is  expected  to  develop  and  expand  the  Dutch  consumer  market. 
The  achievement  of  this  objective  will  depend,  however;  on  the  export  of  only 
top-quality  products  to  this  important  new  U.S.  market. 

The  Foreign  Agricultural  Service's  industry  cooperator,  The  Institute 
of  American  Poultry  Industries,  is  planning  a  market  development  project 
to  assist  in  the  introduction  and  development    of  the  Dutch  market  for 
ready-to-cook  poultry. 

CUBA  INSTALLING  SOYBEAN 
CRUSHING  PLANT 

Machinery  for  a  soybean  crushing  plant  in  Regla,  Cuba  is  being  installed, 
and  the  plant  is  expected  to  open  in  about  k  months.     Its  capacity  will  be 
1,000  short  tons  of  beans  per  month,  all  to  be  imported  from  the  United 
States;  the  plant  is  being  built  under  a  general  government  plan  to  promote 
new  industries. 

Cuba  produces  no  soybeans  commercially,  but  recent  experiments  show 
that  some  varieties  are  adaptable  to  Cuba's  climate  and  soil.     If  further 
experiments  are  successful,  Cuban  fanners  are  expected  to  eventually  grow 
enough  soybeans  to  supply  the  plant. 
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AUSTRIAN  IMPORTS  AND  CONSUMPTION 
OF  COTTON  HIGHER 

Austrian  imports  of  cotton  during  August-February  1957-58  were  6^,000 
"bales  (500  pounds  gross) ,  an  increase  of  7  percent  from  imports  of  60,000 
bales  in  the  comparable  months  a  year  earlier. 

Imports  of  U.S.  cotton  increased  to  ^8,000  bales ,  or  75  percent  of 
total  imports  in  the .period  under  review,  compared  with  37*000  bales,  or 
62  percent  of  the  total  in  August -February  1956-57* 

Imports  from  Syria  and  El  Salvador  also  rose  during  August-February, 
while  imports  from  other  supplying  countries  declined.     Quantities  imported 
from  major  sources  during  August -February  1957-58*  with  comparable  195&-57 
figures  in  parentheses,  were:    United  States  U8,000  bales  (37,000);  U.S.S.R. 
8,000  (9,000);  Egypt  ^,000  (5,000);  Syria  1,000  ( 0) ;  Peru  1,000  (2,000); 
and  El  Salvador  1,000  (O). 

Cotton  consumption  in  Austria  amounted  to  58,000  bales  in  the  first 
6  months  (August -January)  of  1957-58.    This  was  an  increase  of  1^-  percent 
from  the  51*000  bales  used  during  the  first  half  of  1956-57*  Consumption 
of  U.S.  cotton  was  ^5* 000  bales,  or  78  percent  of  total  cotton  used  in 
August- January,  compared  with  26,000  bales,  or  51  percent  of  the  total  a 
year  earlier.    The  rise  in  cotton  consumption  is  attributed  to  consumer's 
greater  purchasing  power,  and  to  the  cotton  promotion  program  started  on 
January  lx  1957*  by  the  Cotton  Council  International  in  cooperation  with 
the  Austrian  Cotton  Institute. 

Austrian  cotton  spinners  recently  obtained  the  fourth  in  a  series 
of  cotton  credits  from  the  Export-Import  Bank  of  Washington.    The  latest 
credit  will  finance  purchases  of  $12  million  worth  of  cotton  over  a  12-month 
period  ending  May  1,  1959*    The  loan  makes  it  possible  for  spinners  to 
procure  U.S.  cotton  to  cover  dollar  purchase  obligations  under  Public  Law 
kQO  programs  without  drawing  on  Austrian  dollar  balances.    The  interest 
rate  on  the  new  credit  will  be  k  percent  per  annum.    After  bank  charges 
are  added,  the  total  cost  to  the  Austrian  mill  operator  will  be  approximately 
6  percent. 

Cotton  stocks  on  January  31*  1958,  were  estimated  at  25,000  bales, 
compared  with  29,000  bales  on  August  1,  1957*    In  view  of  the  recent 
Export-Import  Bank  loan,  stocks  are  expected  to  be  at  a  higher  level 
by  the  end  of  the  1957-58  season. 


00O00 


United  States  Department  of  Agriculture    Penalty  For  Private  Use  To  Avoid 
Washington  25,  D.  C.  Payment  Of  Postage,  $300 


Official  Business 


NEW  PUBLICATIONS  RELATING  TO  U.  S.  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  TRADE 

Available  (single  copies)  free  to  persons  in  the  U.  S.  from  the  Foreign 
Agricultural  Service ,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 
Room  5922.    Phone:    REpublic  7-^1^2,  Ext.  2^5. 

Tea:     World  Production  and  Trade.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FTEA  1-58. 

French  Hops  Crop  Below  Average.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FH  1-58. 

Yugoslavia  Plans  Expansion  in  Hops  Production.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular 
FH  2-58. 

Per  Capita    Consumption  of  Dairy  Products,  1955;  1956,  and  Indications  For 
1957»    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FD  5-58. 

France  Likely  To  Restrict  Imports  of  U.  S.  Dried  Prunes.    Foreign  Agriculture 
Circular  FDF  3-53. 

Angola  Will  Have  Fewer  Beans  for  Export  in  1958.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular 
FFV  1-53. 

Exports  of  Fats  and  Oils  Under  Title  I  of  Public  Law  ^80.    Foreign  Agriculture 
Circular  FFO  6-56. 

Notes  on  the  Agricultural  Economies  of  the  Caribbean  Area  Associated  With 
European  Nations.    FAS -M- 36. 

-  28  - 


